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INTERIM  REPORT,  SUBSTITUTING  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1941. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  W ,J .Kerrigan,  M.B.,  B ,Ch . ,B .A .0 . , L .M . ,D .P 
Sanitary  Inspector  &  Meat  &. Milk  Insect#®?-,  C'.V.Long,  C  .R-.San^M^N  v 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITION. 

—  '■  . . .  ■»  I  ■  .»  II  ■'■HI.  ■  ■  ■»n-»  .-I  .»  — m  ■■■■■  »  iiiAm.i..  ■ 

-U°ea,  6476.16  land,  and  716*52  acres  of  foreshore. 


lumber  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  end  of  year 


Rateable  Value.. . . . £34,161 

Sum  represented  by  the  penny  rate . . . .  £110 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS . 

BIRTHS .  Live. 


(a)  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  civilian  population ♦. .11 .7  (14 
Still  Births . 

(b)  As  Rate  per  1,000  of  all  Births . .  75. 

DEATHS . 


Recorded  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population . ..15.8 

Corrected  "  ”  "  u  u  u  11 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  of  under  1  year  per  1,000  Live  Births.  61 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  . . . . . .  Nil . 

Principal  Causes  of  Death . 

Heart  Disease  Total 

(a)  Persons  over  70  yrs .  11. 

(b)  Persons  under  70  yrs.  9.  . .  ....  20 

Cancer. (all  forms  ) 

(a)  Persons  over  70  yrs......  3 

(b  )  Persons  under  70  yrs.....  5 . . .  8 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  . . . . .  10 

Other  Disturbances  of  Circulatory  System... . .  5 

Bronchitis  ........... . 5 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary  ..<>•• . . 3 

Ages  at  Death. 

Expressed  as  percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

Under  1  yr .  1-15 .  15-40.  40.65 .  65-75 .  75  and  over . 

4.3$  3 $  7,2$  24.5$  24.5$  36$ 


(Figures  in  brackets  correspond  to  ttoe  Rates  for  England  and  Wales.) 


.  (continuation  shoot  No.  2.) 


SECTION. F.  .  ,.  .iT3F  c  '.•••' 

INFECT,! QU S,  D ISSASE  NOTIFICATIONS  .  ::  bo o?v .f  - '  ■ 

Scarlet  Paver.  .  ...  .  ho*  .:.  4  ivy/.',  .’//.A  /#y  12 

Whooping  C  ough-.. .  ....  •>  ■#(«:*  . »  «• «  .  .  , ,  , ,  * ,  ,  ...  .  y.  , ,  8 

•Di.phtfopria  ■  #..#.*.»  •.  ».  t .  »_».>  .  •  i.  'i  ■«  .  t  »  •  .  ......  ...  Nil. 

E  r  y  s  i  p  e  1  a  a  ~\  .  .  *. .  ^ ^ . . , , .  ^ ^ ^  ^  '  j.  ^ ^  #  2 

hcasloa..^  1  •  ]$■#  •  •’  •• »  •  »  •  *.  •• »  •  .  *-.«  .A  .'V  .  .  .y  y.A  3 

?.P®P,^9n.i£l  .  -'V  Jf;  *•*  *  •'  »  »»‘«i  »  *  *  .•  »  ...  I  o  t  »  ....  a  .........  a  2. 

ru.erper.al  ;r*>.  «■*>  *2»:iAj*f.  '-r;  A.  F.'A  iA ........  i 

;Vo  A  pant. -from  the  increase  hf  'EcarlOiu  Fover  cases,  the 
x. at iTicatidns  showed  the  usual  relatively  small  numbers.  One 
death  re.sult.edyTromj-WhOoping  GoUgh,  ••  • •  :;Gr  - 


'Tuberculosis  . 


•*.  -  T  O 


c: 


■  ..  . ...  -  Only  onqrTpimary .notification '-:nbn 'Pulmonary  case  - 

•,/hd  received  during  the  year.  Three  adult  female  Pulmonary,  cases  di 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis  .  _  . 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  Artificial  Immunisation 
was  s  tarted  in  the-  Elementary  Schools-,  and  in  '  the  second  half  of  the 
year  the  scheme  was  extended  to  include  facilities,  for  tho 
Immunise. ,ti  on  of  children  over  the  age'  of  1  year.'  The"  lied  leal 
Practitioners  of  tho  District  treated  the  childr.eyi  .under  the  age  of 
5  years.,  .  .  -  -  •  j  yu  :  ax  A'--  ;  +P;  y-!~ 

,,  ,.  p-j  n  y-.io 

......  ..  . .  As  seoms  generally  the  ease,  the  parental  consent  for 

treatment  of  the  children  of  school  ages  was  .  vc.3^., ...satisfactory.,:'.' in 
contrast,  to  those  under  school  age  .  '  '-'At  th6,Jbnd' of :  the  year  about 
80>o  of  the  children  attending  the  local  elementary-  schools  .were  • 
immunised,  whereas  only  about  18/j  of  the  group' under  5  years  were 
done. 


O  .*  ; 


Most  the  credit  for  the  success  of  the  campaign  .in  the 
schools  must  be  given  to  the  Head  Teachers/  who  did  much  to  arouse 
interest  in  the  scheme  and  overcome  such  prejudice  or. -hesitancy  as 
was  encountered-.  No  ..actual  opposition  or  prejudice  was  observed, 
account  'for'  the  disappointing.-  results  in.  the.,. treatment  of  the  undo 
five.,  .group  *  It-  seemed:,  rathojrj  'that  'lacking' particular  incentive  o“‘ 
change  "in  the  routine  circumstances,  the  question  of  treatment :  was 
allowed  ,t,o  drift  until  the  child  reached  school  age,  when  a  definil: 
decision' requi red  to  be  made.  Fortunately,  ,.,in.  the  greatj-ma  j  ority  o 
cases ,  the  correct  decision  wSsA'thcn  made,  but'  it  seems  incredible 
that 'Such  sensible  and  intelligent  parents  .should-risk  leaving  thei 
children  unprotected  -at  ages  •  when  they1' Are -htids  t  vulnerable  to  the 
c  i  sod  so .  ’  _ -  ...-  ■-  ., 


r 


GENERAL  REMARKS  . 


■  J  s  • 


...  There  has  be  er;  no  increase  in-  sickhess  or  invalidity.,  durii 
the  year ,  The,  statistics  show  Tittle  or  no1  variation. -from  oven  the 
normal  years,  and  from  this  it  can  "be  unde  r  sto.'od',  that .  c  ir  cums  tan  cos 
affecting  the.  health  -  of  the;  community"  arc  highly  satisfactory. 

A  summary  is  appended  of  other  relevant  information  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1961. 

( S IGNED )  W . J . KERR IGA N . 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  » 
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"shall,  so  long  as  the  house  is  so  occupied  and  used,  he 
''estimated  hy  reference  to  the  rent  at  which  the  house 
tight  Toe  reasonably  be  expected  to  let  from  year  to  year 
"iX  it  could  noi  be  occupied  and  used  otherwise  than  as 
"aforesaid. " 


I  submit  that  tlr^re  is  nothing  in  this  wording  or  in  the 
wording  of\any  other  Ac\  which  states  that  there  should  be 
any  different  method  of  fading  the  gross  value  of  farmhouses 
than  of  any  other  hereditaments.  The  gross  value  has  to  be 
found,  and  it  hd\s  to  be  the;  rent  at  which  the  house  might 
reasonably  be  expected  to  let  but  in  the  case  of  the  farm¬ 
house,  the  rent  is  restricted  always  to  that  which  a  part¬ 
icular  person  would  l3e  likely  to  pay  for  the  house  :  either 
the  tenant  farmer  or  owner  farmer,  the  foreman  or  the  labourer, 
The  Act  of  1929,  is\the  first  Act  which  has  in  my  opinion 
ever  laid  down  that  any  thought  should  be  given  to  the  type 
of  person  occupying.  I  further  submit  thatVthe  intention 
of  this  Act  was  that  the  actual  value  of  the  hereditament 
arrived  at  by  the  usual  methods  should  be  tempered  to  the 
type  of  person  who  would  occupy  the  house.  So  I  'say  again, 
this  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Rating  thalX  one  has 
to  go  further  than  consideration  of 'the  mere  hereditament, 
and  has  to  regard  the  person  of  the  occupier. 

The  Act  does  not  provide  that  the  house  should  be 
assessed  at  a  figure  less  that  it's  proper  value,  but  that 
the  person  occupying  it  Shall  not  be  saddled  with  an  assess¬ 
ment  or  hereditament  of  a  value  which  he  himself  could  not 
and  would  not.-,  if  he  had  a  free  choice,  -occupy.  The 'chief 
consideration,  therefore,  is  what  is  the  correct  assessment 

under  the  1925  Act,  of  any  particular  farmhouse,  irrespective 

T  y  ¥  , 

of  the  occupier.  Having  ascertained  that,  one  has  to 

possibly  temper  this  down  to  a  figure  whi.ch  would  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  particular  person  occupying  this  house. 

The  figure  that  we  wish  to  arrive  at  is  the  one  which  under 


♦ 

1*  ♦ 

(continuation  shoot  No,  3.  ) 

SECTION  C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  . 

—  1  j  ■  . . . .  -  -  •  —  ■■  »'r  — 

(a )  Wator  Supply. 

Twelve  samples  were  taken  of  the  Public  Supply  Water,  which 
wore  found  to  be  satisfactory  bactcriologioally  and  chemically, 

( o  )  Drainage  and  Sewerage . 

Routine  inspections  and  attention  to  repairs, 

( c  )  Nuisances . 

Number  during  the  ycar;- 

(1)  Abated  by  informal  a  ction  of  Sanitary  Inspector.,.,...,  287 

(2)  Reported  to  the  Councils - 

Statutory  Notices  Issued . 5 

Statutory  Notices  not  issued . 9 

SECTION  D.  HOUSING . 

(a)  Total  No,  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects..  29 

(b)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  Nil. 

(c)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  fit 

for  human  habitation.  15 

(d)  No.  of  defective  Dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  by  informal 

action  15 

SECTION  E.  FOOD  . 

During  the  year  only  emergency  slaughter  of  animals  has 
been  carried  out  within  the  District.  For  the  purpose  of  meat 
inspection  132  visits  have  been  made  to  meat  shops  and  stores. 

54  Inspections  of  food  preparation  rooms,  fishshops  etc.,  have  beo> 
made  and  several  contravent io  ns  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  remedial. 


The  following  amounts  of  Food  were  condemned.. - 


Fish  25  lbs. 

Butter  &  Margarine  45  lbs 
Tinned  Meat  26  lbs • 

Beef,  220  lbs. 

Bacon .  28i  lbs . 

Pork .  13§  lbs . 


Pigs  4 

(emergency  slaughter) 
Veal .  6 


lbs 
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